WEDU – Be More Award
The Red Apple School, Inc. would like to nominate Ms. Margo Knighton for the Mason Dixon Award for Volunteerism.  The Red Apple School is a non-profit organization located in New Port Richey, Florida that provides meaningful activities at our Adult Day Training Center to Adults with Developmental Disabilities such as Intellectual Disabilities, Autism, Down Syndrome, Spina Bifida, Cerebral Palsy and various other disabilities.  Ms. Knighton has been volunteering at the Red Apple for 15 years.  

15 years ago, when the Red Apple School only had six students, Ms. Knighton, known to The Red Apple Students as Ms. Margo, came to volunteer for the first time.  At the time, she had stopped working due to health issues and her daughter in-law suggested she occupy her time by volunteering at The Red Apple.  Ms. Margo will be the first to tell you that right from the start this population captured her heart.  Ms. Margo describes this population as being compassionate, open, honest and so unassuming with no pretense.  She never imagined that this amazing population of people would give her as much, if not more, than what she gives to them.  She has developed a special rapport with each student and recognizes that each one has their own personalities, hopes, dreams and desires and are no different than anyone else.  She reports that when she hears a student say: “I can’t do this”, she tells them “yes, you can” and always manages to ease their mind and encourages them to try.  As the years have passed and The Red Apple student population has grown to 140 students, Ms. Margo continues to come to The Red Apple every Tuesday with a smile on her face.  She helps to teach the students skills in the kitchen such as how to be safe, how to cook and how to follow a recipe.  She will help one on one with a student struggling to learn math.  She helps to teach the students what their rights are and how to recognize abuse and get help if it happens to them. Ms. Margo has a gift of teaching respect and manners.  She continues to educate our students on something we call “Manners with Ms. Margo" that she started years ago.  She will role play with the students on being respectful, using proper voice tones, attitudes and friendly reminders on simply saying "please" and "thank you".  She is a great listener and a “make it happen” kind of person.  A true advocate for our students and so loved and respected here by all.  She is always willing to help wherever she is needed.  
Ms. Margo has stated that she has been very fortunate in her life and she feels very strongly that everyone should give back to people in their communities.  She reports that ultimately, it is you that gets back so much more when you make that one person smile or teach a person a new skill or just boost their self-esteem.  
The staff and the students of The Red Apple School, Inc. feel that Ms. Margo Knighton is so deserving of this award for her time and effort that she has dedicated to making all of us laugh, smile, learn more and feel better about ourselves.  

